
 

HISTORICAL
MILESTONES

in Coronary
Artery Stents

The Stent is 
Conceptualized:
“The Father of 
Intervention,” Charles 
Dotter, describes 
coronary angioplasty 
using an implantable 
prosthetic device.1 

Investigational 
Implantation Begins:
Ulrich Sigwart and 
Jacques Puel implant 
the first investigational 
stent in a human 
coronary artery.2 

Stents Deemed 
an Acceptable 
Treatment Option:
The FDA approves 
stents to treat acute 
and compromised 
vessel closure after 
failed balloon 
angioplasty.2 

1964 1986 1993

Bare-Metal Stents 
are Approved in 
the U.S.: 
The first bare-metal 
stent, designed by 
Julio C. Palmaz and 
Richard Schatz, is 
approved by the FDA.3 

1994

Technology Shifts 
to Drug-Eluting 
Stents (DES):
The first generation 
permanent polymer 
DES was approved 
by the FDA to open 
arteries and prevent 
re-narrowing.4

2003

FDA Approves First 
Bioabsorbable 
Polymer DES: 
The polymer is gone 
when it's no longer 
needed, shortly after the 
drug is completed eluted 
at 3 months.5
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